Excerpts from the Declaration of the 
Rights of Man and Citizen
 (1789)
Approved by the National Assembly of France, 
August 26, 1789


Directions:  Remember that it is important to be an “active reader.”  As you read, highlight any moments of difficulty. 
Moments of Difficulty:  Vocabulary, Background Knowledge, Syntax or Other
Use the “notes” column to record:
· any questions you have
· comments about the text
· connections to other texts or prior learning.
	Text
(1st and 2nd Read)
	Summaphrase
(3rd Read)

	Preamble:
The representatives of the French people, organized as 
a National Assembly, believing that the ignorance, 
neglect, or contempt of the rights of man are the sole 
cause of public calamities and of the corruption of 
governments, have resolved to set forth in a solemn 
declaration the natural, unalienable, and sacred rights 
of man […]. Therefore the National Assembly 
recognizes and proclaims, in the presence and under 
the auspices of the Supreme Being, the following 
rights of man and of the citizen:
	

	Articles:
1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. 
Social distinctions may be founded only upon the 
general good.
	

	2. The purpose of all political association is the 
preservation of the natural and imprescriptible
rights of man. These rights are liberty, property, 
security, and resistance to oppression. […]
	

	4. Liberty consists in the freedom to do everything 
which injures no one else; hence the exercise of the 
natural rights of each man has no limits except 
those which assure to the other members of the 
society the enjoyment of the same rights. These 
limits can only be determined by law. […]
	

	6. Law is the expression of the general will. Every 
citizen has a right to participate personally, or 
through his representative, in its foundation. It 
must be the same for all, whether it protects or 
punishes. All citizens, being equal in the eyes of 
the law, are equally eligible to all honors, and to all 
public positions and occupations, according to 
their abilities, and without distinction except that 
of their virtues and talents.
	

	7. No person shall be accused, arrested, or imprisoned 
except in the cases and according to the forms 
prescribed by law. […]
	

	11. The free communication of ideas and opinions is 
one of the most precious of the rights of man. 
Every citizen may, accordingly, speak, write, and 
print with freedom, but shall be responsible for 
such abuses of this freedom as shall be defined by 
law. […]
	

	16. A society in which the observance of the law is not 
assured, nor the separation of powers defined, has 
no constitution at all. […]
	











